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Dear Jim, 

vnn y ° u must h ? ve realised when you told me that %6 had recommended 

have a ConerS!iooa1 10 ^i S £°° k lnve stigating job (you really should" 
butcher SSS’l f ° r ° Utside ° f 

some aspects Sh Srter ? ° u " ade y0 ' Jr deolsl ° n I'd discuss 

2t5r y T U rfo!^ e J + questions end l responded to them. 

aside ov ZZii f! cid€ f v ? 1 ^ e ^ ou what nov feel and either lay that 
as_ae or mail it marked not to open until after you decide,- 

... was and remained unease. Instead of trying to work t h PPrl 

catching up on reeding because i'll seen have 5 ?§. ‘ 

. . 7 , u ? tnis remained in my mind sndwitbout conscious thought »bo”t 

would not infSe^ c rit hS S “??* y ° Ur decision and anything I might say 
address hhere I the £ e ? re .,f ome other considerations I will 

r II ®' p ® 1 bh: ink 7° u ®ay be inclined to a more charitable view than 
I am ready to believe is either probable of justified. ariraDie Vlew than 

attribute* 1 ?!! if! r L is not bing bad ^ud has done that 1 can't 

beeS «Sis?eStf ** “ ,Mtlon ° r hls slck A11 >*» craziness has 

fotodv°Si?h 1 ft5f you is Jb=onslstent except not as craziness, 
km™* ^ h v Bud experience is unaware of security checks. Bud 

?^ ld , h f ppe ? to ^ ou end bow ouch worse it would be if you 
^ere put on the job prior to completion of a check. Eepecisllv with 

those being investigated doing the checking. specially with 

P® has ldvad through too much of this not to have thought of it. - 
seeuritv h8 J! £ny federal connection of his own without a 

thaf pJog?am begln! USS Cam0t h ® Ve be ® n federsll I r employed until after 

So he proposed whet for him was a no-lose deal. 

only hppin^ U ?g e , Ve \ St8rting ? n the «5° b helps bis sick self-concept if 
he inniS wesk ? ns /° u chance to succeed where he failed. I P think 

h I think he wil?^p W 2o in |v, the ? eW s ??° tro csse J as y $ u will » intolerable. 
be wil1 b ® bess than pleasedif you pull the Ray case through 

messed ib a11 U P even when he knew better. If I had not been 
there he'd have messed it up even more. 

Ag-p. ^°1? ? nd bbere is no check he is assured that both 

cases fail ana he will not have to face the fact that a lawyer who has 

eithdr ca^fn^ 01 ^? Ju T 7 succeeded wber e he failed. - L t you are off 

Is Serlby ^Sn|e?ed/ y °“ E S ° ” UCh f8rther behlnd in ^ything all 

can be/SerJooked/ 0 ’ th6re Is *™ yE the oto ce that youthful Indiscretions 
of intended ' friendship/ 3 t0 PaSS tMS ° ff flS Bud ’ s ’“‘binking act 

However, there is still another asoect you should examine. Wherein 

celtaiSS be n t”e S mnst E i ea ^ er b ® n ® fi . t? If you ^ oin th e staff you'll almost 
4. H“ y oe ® osb 3 uni on of juniors among the lawyers. Only those fresh 

££“ tb L C ?^ PU ^ Vil i ^ aS ? r fflore ^ ior » y oui P robably have 7 work ?or 
b w h 0Jtsld ? the staff you 11 not be known. With or without having to 

mean At best £ f ember mi fht take a shine to you. That" could 

° something to you now only if you have career intentions it could help. 

f!! thS 4>d}her hand > despite the immediate cash problem, you have cases 
;?ccp« i 6re no= bose cases, A f you lose you lose nothin except what 
success could mean. If you win, what can they do for you? In terms of 
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cash now and of reputation. 

All of this is if you get the job. If you apply and don't you might 
be disspirited by it. 


~6u should also look ahead to a day when you will be looking back 
and probably re-examining this differently, when your decision will be 
ox uhe past# ou decision can be influenced by your perception of your 
present greater need# In retrospect you may ask yourself other than now 
about the obligations you have undertaken® 


„ Wi p y? u a b some later date be completely satisfied that if you go 
X or the job it was in all respects, the proper choice? 

Assuming Bud was impulsive. a e had time to think it over. fl e is an 
experienced man whose irrationalities are pretty much channeled into one 
area, he knows that there will come the kind of time i *ve suggested above. 

t must have happened to him often enough and l’m sure it happens to most 
lawyers. 'Why, then, is he doing this? All pure motive, all in your best 
interest, all altruism only? 

If Bud thought of you or anyone else this way he’d have hired 
you at least part time before you passed your bars. Instead he used you 
free and went without the other things for which he could have used the 
kind of help you could have rendered. The cost to him would have been 
so little it would have been next to nothing/ 

1 have taken much from Bud. I have always Attributed so much rotten 
personal behavior to his subject irrationality and his sick sefl-concept. 

Beginning with Memphis this has become less easy. S 0ffie 0 f j 
can t tell myself can t be anything more. has been a wrecker, reird* 
not just hungup. 

I had a long account of theO* Toole press conference of yesterday 
from Bonnie. And an account of the book. My prior analysis is essentially 
correct# xt errs in npt anticipating that O’Toole might have unfriendly 
words about the FBI . ij e was less subtle than I’d imagined, lie condemns 
everyone except the CIA. 

I know there wa s z a tine when Bud is supposed to have had the ms. 
zzttz can he possibly have missed this? 


K . Maybe there is nothing to all of this and all else that coincides, 
aybe there is no more than coincidence in all of this. I am uneasy because 
so much is so consistent and at such crucial timing. Also because 1 am 
uncertain about the meaning of so much and certain there is too much of 
which A have no inkling. 

Bonnie.is to come here Thursday. x t would be better if you have to 
call to let it wait until after supper (our time). If there is something 
important by all means call. 


I did not write Hobert and Jerry. ABC did not call hck. I do not 
take a failure to call back tomean there has been a decision or that it 
Is other than I'd prefer, ^t can be but It need not be. 


There is one you can chalk up for us. Schoenmann Is now out of It. 
•wnd 1 did not hear from B 0 v>ert or Jerry. 

Mow back to Beigh James end t'r e not unfamiliar little touches of 
overwriting, over-describing end unintended self-disclosures I find not 
at all unfamiliar. 


